Approved For Release 2001/11/20 : CIA-RDP79T00865A00230030000J-^p §gQ|>Q{ 


25X1 A 



Soviet Union-Eastern Europe 


AFF NOTES 


Handle via COMINT Channels 


Top Secret 

172 

December 12, 1975 
SC No. 00556/75 


Approved For Release 2001/11/20 : CIA-RDP79T00865A002300300001-4 




Approved For Release 2001/11/20 : CIA-RDP79T00865A002300300001-4 


Warning Notice 

Sensitive Intelligence Sources and Methods Involved 

(WNINTEL) 


NATIONAL SECURITY INFORMATION 
Unauthorized Disclosure Subject to Criminal Sanctions 


DISSEMINATION CONTROL ABBREVIATIONS 


NOFORN- 

NOCONTRACT- 

PROPIN- 

USIBONLY- 

ORCON- 

REL . . . - 


Not Releasable to Foreign Nationals 
Not Releasable to Contractors or 
Contractor/Consu Itants 
Caution-Proprietary Information Involved 
USIB Departments Only 
Dissemination and Extraction of Information 
Controlled by Originator 
This Information has been Authorized for 
Release to . . . 


Classified by 010725 

Exempt from General Declassification Schedule 
of E.Q. 11652, exemption category: 

§ 5B(1). (2). and (3) 

Automatically declassified on: 
date imposstble to determine 




Approved For Release 2001/11/20 : CIA-RDP79T00865A002300300001-4 



Approved For Release 2T(fi>Pl/SE<2RJi3P7fe5 f MB®ib02300300001-4 

NOCONTRACT/ORCON 



25X1 A 


SOVIET UNION - EASTERN EUROPE 


This publication is prepared for regional specialists in the Washington com- 
munity by the USSR - Eastern Europe Division, Office of Current Intel- 
ligence, with occasional contributions from other offices within the 
Directorate of Intelligence. Comments and queries are welcome. They should 
be directed to the authors of the individual articles. 


CONTENTS 
December 12, 1975 

Warsaw Pact Foreign Ministers 

To Meet on December 15 1 

Polish Congress Ends, 

Re-elects Leadership 2 

Soviet-Egyptian Debt 

Talks End Without Agreement 3 

Podgorny in Kabul : 

A Lackluster Visit 4 

25X1 D 



i 

TOP SECRET UMBRA 


Approved For Release 2001/11/20 : CIA-RDP79T00865A002300300001-4 



Approved For ReleasC©^/l9EC:RB®D^9flBfte^A002300300001-4 


Warsaw Pact Foreign Minister s 
To Meet on December 15 

The Warsaw Pact foreign ministers will re- 
portedly convene in Moscow on Monday. It will be 
their first formal meeting since 1973. 
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Polish Congress Ends , Re-elects Leadership 


The Polish party congress ended Friday with a 
strong endorsement of party leader Gierek and his 
policies. The few personnel changes at the top 
strengthen the Gierek team. 

Earlier in the day the new Central Committee 
met and re-elected virtually the entire leadership. 
The only casualty was the discredited Franciszek 
Szlachcic, whose removal from the Politburo had 
long been expected . The Politburo was expanded 
from 11 to 14 members by the promotion of four of 
the five candidate members. 

Two new Politburo candidate members were 
chosen: Jerzy Lukaszewicz, party secretary for 

press and propaganda matters , who has been con- 
sidered a "comer" by many Poles; and Tadeusz 
Wrzaszczyk, who was appointed head of the Planning 
Commission and a vice premier this fall and is a 
strong supporter of Gierek' s efforts to use West- 
ern credits and technology to modernize the economy. 

The party secretariat was expanded to ten 
full members by the promotion of Zdzislaw Zanda- 
rowski and Ryszard Frelek. The Central Committee 
was increased from 115 to 140 members. Approxi- 
mately one third are serving for the first time. 
(CONFIDENTIAL) 
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Soviet-Egyptian Debt Talks 
Without Agreement 


Ths latest round of Soviet-Egyptian talks on 
debt repayment has ended apparently in a stalemate. 
The authoritative Egyptian newspaper At Ahvam re- 
ported yesterday that a Soviet delegation that was 
in Cairo negotiating over the past three weeks had 
returned to Moscow. The Egyptians said no date has 
been set for further talks. 

Not surprisingly, At Ahvam claimed that it was 
inflexibility that accounted for the break- 
down in the talks. Cairo reportedly sought a 10- 
year grace period on its debt which totals at least 
$2 billion, repayment of the debt over a 30- to 40- 
year period, and no interest charges on the military 
portion of the debt. Moscow apparently was willing 
to stretch out the repayment period somewhat, but 
would not bend to Cairo's other demands. 

The Soviet delegation at this latest round of 
talks was headed by Deputy Foreign Trade Minister 
Grishin, and the two sides apparently did make some 
progress in negotiating a trade agreement for 1976 
(UNCLASSIFIED) 
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Podgorny in Kabul: A Lackluster Visit 


Soviet Chief of State Podgorny' s hastily 
scheduled visit to Afghanistan on December 9-10 
brought few concrete results . 

The consultations were no doubt useful, how- 
ever, in reminding Kabul of the high priority 
Moscow attaches to maintaining good relations with 
its South Asian neighbors. The Afghans also 
probably were pleased to have an opportunity to 
reassure their largest economic and military aid 
benefactor that President Daoud's recent purges 
of generally Soviet-oriented leftist officials 
were not intended to signal a fundamental change 
in relations. 

Podgorny' s entourage included senior economic 
and military aid officials, but there is no indi- 
cation that any new agreements were reached. The 
Soviets and the Afghans agreed to extend for an 
additional ten years their July 1931 treaty on 
neutrality and mutual nonaggression. 

The Soviets were not able to obtain a stronger 
Afghan endorsement of Moscow's pet Asian collective 
security concept in the joint communique issued 
at the conclusion of the visit. The statement, 
in fact, omits even the general reference to a 
"security system" which appeared in the communique 
issued after Daoud visited Moscow last year. Daoud 
may have held out on this — despite what US diplomats 
in Kabul report was considerable pressure from 
Podgorny — because he did not want to imply recogni- 
tion of Afghanistan's existing border with Pakistan. 
The Afghans are also loath to endorse a proposal 
that has no Asian adherent other than Mongolia. 
(CONFIDENTIAL) 
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